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We have been talking about heroes today, with the advent of the theme for Vacation Bible School and so forth. I thought I would share about a couple of other heroes with you today. 

I went back and found the story of Lewis and Clark and their expedition. When you really go back and read through what they did, it is truly amazing. They were the first American expedition to cross the western part of the United States. It [their expedition] began near St. Louis and moved its way westward, and passed through the Continental Divide to reach the Pacific Ocean. Now this was in the beginning of the 1800s - 1803 and 1804. They didn’t have Columbia gear that was waterproof, they didn’t have these great tents that were light, and aluminum poles and everything. They really had to struggle. When it rained, they got wet. When it was cold, they got cold. When it was hot, they sweated. It was tough in that day and age. But still they made it. So I want to think about what they actually did for just a moment. 

It was President Thomas Jefferson who commissioned the expedition, under the command of Captain Meriwether Lewis and his close friend Second Lieutenant William Clark. Their journey was perilous. It started in 1803, but they actually got under way in May of 1804, and they didn’t complete their journey until September of 1806 - that long, just to go half way across the country. 

Their primary objective was to explore and map the newly acquired territory. See, the United States went up as high as northern Minnesota, but then it came around everything east. The Louisiana Purchase has just been purchased. Spain owned California and what is now New Mexico, Arizona and parts north into Nevada and that area. But the area in the northern part - nobody wanted to own North Dakota – [laughter] but then like in Montana and across, as far to the Pacific as Washington and Oregon, nobody had laid claim to that yet; but the United States was worried that if Spain got up there, they’d have more natural resources. Others would come in and build a gap so we would lose even more territory, and we wanted that connection between the Pacific and the Atlantic. 
But no one wanted to try this adventure. It was perilous. You had the Native American tribes - and they were vicious in different parts [of the country]. It was frightening to think about how they could stay alive. And would anyone in that day and age, not knowing what the territory would be like? How would they find food? What were the different animals that they might come across that they didn’t even know about yet? It was truly frightening and yet they started their journey.

Not only did they want to map it, and explore it, and claim it, but they had secondary objectives that were both scientific and economic. They wanted to study the area’s plant life, learn the animal life, geography, and they wanted to develop a relationship with the Native American people so they could organize trade. (We didn’t become brutal until later.) With maps, sketches and journals in hand, the expedition returned to St. Louis to report their findings to President Jefferson. According to Jefferson himself, one goal was to find, in Jefferson’s own words, “the most direct and practicable water communication across the continent, for the purposes of commerce.” So Jefferson placed all of this special importance upon declaring United States’ sovereignty over the land occupied by all of these different tribes and Native Americans along the Missouri river, getting an accurate sense of the resources, and to find out what was involved in the Louisiana Purchase. 

It was Meriwether Lewis who showed amazing skill and potential as a frontiersman. He knew how to live in the wild - but that wasn’t enough. He and Clark, and the President, for that matter, knew that just having some experience was not enough. They needed training. They needed that kind of wisdom that they didn’t have yet, in order to go about this amazing trip. So, in 1803 Jefferson sent Lewis to Philadelphia to study medicinal cures, because they didn’t know how they would be affected along the way, and what new types of cures they could be looking for with the plant life in the area. 
Lewis also received further education in astronomy and how to use a sexton, so they could navigate their instruments, so they would be less likely to get lost. Lewis spent time consulting maps and books, and conferring with Jefferson at Jefferson’s immense library at Monticello, so they could do everything they needed to do. 

Then the day came. Lewis and Clark met near Louisville, Kentucky, in October 1803, at the falls of the Ohio [River]; and before departing later that month “a core of 9 young men,” - in quotes - were enlisted into the “Core of Discovery.” That is what they called Lewis and Clark’s expedition: the Core of Discovery. 

Here is what their mission was - to quote: “The objective of your mission is to explore the Missouri River and such principal stream of it, by its course and communication with the waters of the Pacific Ocean, whether the Columbia, Oregon or Colorado or any other river may offer the most direct and practicable water communication across this continent for the purpose of commerce.” They literally believed that there was a water flow, a river or some passage that went east-west from St. Louis, or somewhere west, that would go all of the way to the Pacific Ocean. 

So they learned how to paddle canoes, so that they could traverse the waters all of the way to the Pacific. The Core met their objective of reaching the Pacific. They mapped and established their presence, and formed legal claim of the land. They established diplomatic relationships with the Native Americans and started trading with them, but they did not find that continuous water way [that went] all of the way to the Pacific Ocean. 
That is what I want to emphasize today: what didn’t happen. They were trained to use water, to carry canoes around portages. If any of you have gone up to the Boundary Waters - or carried a canoe - you know it isn’t easy. Kids, when you portage, you have packs, at least when I was growing up we called them Duluth Packs, and if you were tough enough, you could put about a 40-50 pound pack on the front and one in the back, so you would be balanced. So you could have about 120 pounds [front and back]. Then somebody would hold the canoe up in front and you would climb under it, tip it down, and you would carry your canoe with all of your packs on - 120 pounds plus the weight of the canoe - and carry it from one lake to another. 

One of the portages carrying the packs and the canoes took a month from one body of water to another. Can you imagine? Day after day, carrying that stuff for a month, until they found another place of water. It was exhausting. 

But, all of a sudden, one day, they realized that paddling was not going to get them there. And you know when they found out that wasn’t going to happen? When they got to the Rocky Mountains. [Laughter] They walked along with their packs, and canoes, and paddles, and they wandered around trying to figure out how where was this water they were told was to be there. But they couldn’t find it. 
Finally, one day they decided they were going to have to ditch the paddles, ditch the canoes and find a way of climbing over the mountains - and they did - but they had to change their entire vision of how they were going to make it to the Pacific Ocean, to make their goal. If they refused to change their vision for how they were going to get there, we would have never have found California. 
And, I was just reading this amazing book entitled “Canoeing the Mountains,” by a man named Tod Bolsinger. The second part of that book is entitled “Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory.” His argument is that we can learn from Lewis and Clark, because too many of our churches are not changing. We are still trying to paddle our canoes up the mountain, instead of saying, “There ain’t no water here, so we are going to drop the canoes and paddles, and we are going to do it a different way. But we, and the church,” Tod said, “are so bent on doing our way - the way we have always done it - that we are being silly trying to paddle a canoe up a mountain side.” 
How many of you think that works? Canoeing, paddling up a mountain? It doesn’t work. “And,” he said, “until the Church is willing to try new ways, they are going to continue to fail. We need to learn the wisdom, and have the courage to try it a new way, because paddling with oars may have worked in the church for the past 200 years in this country; but it is not working now.”
Now we have to drop the canoe and the oars and we have to learn to climb; because right now we are looking pretty silly, trying to paddle up the side of the mountain. He said there are things that we can do and learn from. 
In the Bible passage I just read from I Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is struggling with the Church then. They were trying to paddle up a mountain 2000 years ago, because the Christian church was being told that they needed to follow all of the Jewish food laws. They were being told that they had to do all of the things - including circumcision - the original Jewish community had always done. Now, without becoming too graphic, if I were a Gentile man, 54 years old, and I wanted to be a Christian - I wouldn’t be a Christian if you tried to circumcise me right now. [Laughter] I would run the other way, pretty darn fast for this old guy. Luckily Paul taught the Church how to drop its oars, and its canoe, and learn to climb a different way to get what needed to be done to grow the Church.

We have gotten into the habit of paddling when we need to be climbing, and all of us need to learn how to do it a bit differently. For many years in the church, men’s groups and women’s groups, for example, were really good at having meetings. My last church had a “Madams and Sirs” group and it was a great group, and it died on the vine, because the older members insisted on having a meeting at the end of dinner with a treasurer’s report and a vice president and a secretary who read the minutes. The younger members said, “If we are doing that, I’m not going to go.” So they didn’t. And the older people would crab about how the younger people didn’t go - but they wouldn’t give up the minutes and the secretary’s report and all of the other things that went into it. In that church, they would rather let that organization [that group] which had lived for about 60 years, die [rather] than climb up the mountain. 

We do some things that are apparently not working, otherwise we would be growing in ways that we are not. We have to figure out what those things are that we could drop, and what those things are that we need to pick up, so that we can make real and lasting change. 
It’s not about us. You’re already a part of this amazing group of people who have found God in Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit has touched you, has moved you and blessed you, otherwise you wouldn’t be here. It is not about you anymore. It’s not about me. (I went too far.) [Laughter] It’s not about you. [Laughter] 

It’s about everybody else who hasn’t heard that voice of God speak to their hearts. It’s about all of those people who are so sad, and don’t even know how sad they are, because they don’t know the joy, the grace, the love, that comes through God and God’s reconciling love in Jesus Christ; and, that life does not end in death but continues in the Resurrection for all eternity. They don’t know any of that. 
It isn’t until we give up what we, a part at least of what we need, so that we have something to give to all of those people who need – apparently - something else. Because if we were giving them what they need, they would be here. So we need to look for that. 

And, in this day and age, people are looking for relevancy. People today are looking for a life of meaning that matters: a community with integrity, a faith that shows happiness and joy. People that are bound together as a community that they can trust one another. We need to figure out how to be [like that], and model that in a way that other people can see it and want it. That is our task.

I don’t have all of the answers today; but that is what we need to be about. Tod Bolsinger is beautiful in the way he makes that visually known - that we have to drop those paddles. 
Now, there are some things we are doing amazingly well. All you have to do is look right here [Scott points to the kids in the front rows]. As much as I tease the devil out of you guys, you are amazing! The way you approach your faith; the fact that you are here all of the time; that you are prayerful; that you enjoy each other. You are an inspiration. I love the way you are being taught, and the way you want to learn. I want the rest of us to learn from you. In a way, you are my super heroes, because I see that joy and the wisdom in how you approach life.

We need to continue to be prayerful and - unlike our grandparents who always said we shouldn’t be arrogant, we should be humble and no one should know we are praying. Remember that passage in Scripture where [it says] you go to your room and shut the door [and pray], so nobody knows. We have done such a good job that nobody knows about prayer anymore. We need to get out and show our prayerfulness. 

We need to get out and show our compassion for justice by getting out, and if it means picketing against something terrible, we do that. If it means going out and marching for something that is worthy of us, we do that. Somewhere along the line in the ‘50s-‘60s and ‘70s, into the present, we lost the ability to be the ethical voice for our nation. 
In the 1930s and before, when [the] government needed to know how to act, they would often go to churches and ask what it meant to respond in a faithful way, to the ethical decisions of our world. Since then we have ceased to have a voice. And it isn’t that they just stopped listening - we stopped talking. We stopped offering and they even stopped coming to find us anymore.

We have a responsibility to share our ethical voices. Now, that doesn’t mean that we are Christians and we know everything that is right, and everybody else needs to be quiet. But, it does mean that we need to share in a way that other people know that we are concerned about the issues of our day. 
I tried to share with the kids and I will share it with the “big” kids: To be a Christian means to look up and to look out. To believe in God and love thy neighbor. When we look up is what we do here in worship and in prayer. It means to learn our Bibles; to sing our faith, to experience and nurture each other in the faith, so that we have a relationship with God that touches people’s hearts and lives. But the Christian faith isn’t just that, it’s also reaching out. We reach out into our communities with help and aid. I love this program coming up on Tuesday [Understanding the Culture of Poverty] about how not to just give a hand out but how to change lives so that people don’t continue the cycle of poverty. I want to find out how we can do more of that. The second half of the faith is to reach out. We need to reach out and show people that we are still relevant, that we care and that we can make a difference.

Now we are going to try new things, and we are going to fail sometimes, and I don’t care - because the only real failure in this world is to try. When something works we are going to celebrate it. When something doesn’t, we will put it aside and find something else. But, by golly, in these next few years, we are going to find out a way to make a difference now, to climb rather than paddle up that mountain, and we are going to touch people’s lives. Some of the things we are going to like, and some we are not - but we are going to do it together. I trust we are going to do it with the same courage and adventure that Lewis and Clark did; that we are going to do it, and show that we can still be an example to these kids on how to have compassion, and love, and commitment, to the world in which we live. 

I’m so excited, because I have a feeling people outside will not be able to ignore the church any longer. We are in a changing time. We are not just going to sit in the valley where nobody notices, but we are going to climb that mountain, and we are going to make a difference - a difference with homelessness, a difference so that other people who are disenfranchised have a voice. I’m excited to continue to see what we are going to do in the weeks and months and years to come. Come and join us, and invite others along the way. We celebrate this opportunity to climb together in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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